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A Summons to 


Christian Cooperation 


T OUR HOPE IS IN CHRIST .. . then his church must find 


effective channels through which her message can be 

heard. ... The real issue is wholehearted cooperation. 
We have seen the impressive spectacle of nations standing to- 
gether in the emergency, with no time to magnify petty dif- 
ferences and dislikes. ... The emergency is not over. Let 
not any branch of the Christian Church suppose for a moment 
that she can settle back in quite, undisturbed isolation, and 
live. Christ would call out to his church, “He that saveth his 
life shall lose it, but he that loseth his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s shall save it.”—JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, Sidiane of 
the General Assembly, at the Woman's Auxiliary Training School, Mon- 


treat. (See page 8.) 
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Letters to the Editors 





14 Sent Into Church Vocations in 10 Years 





Knoxville Church Shows the Way 


To the Editors: 

The above named men (see list, page 
12) have gone into the ministry from the 
First Presbyterian Church of Knoxville, 
during the period of the last ten years. 
You would be interested in the follow- 
ing facts: 

We expect to have four men in Union 
Seminary next year. This has happened 
once before during the last few years. 

Of these eleven men listed above three 
have come from the background of other 
denominations, one from the United 
Brethren and two from the Methodist. 
This bears out a statement made by Dr. 
Sweets a number of years ago who said 
that one-fourth of our ministers have 
come from the background of our sister 
denominations. 

Even in this University center where 
most of the young people of our church 
get their training, it is interesting to note 
that seven of the eleven are graduates of 
the University. The other four have grad- 
uated from some church school such as 
Davidson, King, Tusculum. This should 
be a boost for the church college and its 
important place in the training of men 
for the ministry. 

Most of these men have been leaders in 
the work of the young people of the 
church during their early years. This has 
been an important factor in their deci- 
sions for the ministry. 

It is a good idea to list the records 
of the various churches as to their min- 
isterial candidates. How we like to boast 
of our men who have given their lives 
to the preaching of the gospel! Your idea 
will be an inspiration to all of us to do 
better in this respect. 

Have you thought of listing those who 
have gone as missionaries, directors of 
religious education, etc? (Yes. We want 
them too.—Eds.) In case you have not 
thought of this, let me assure you that 
something interesting will be discovered. 
You will find some of the finest young wo- 
men are going into the full-time work of 
the church. I cannot let this list go into 
your office without recording the names of 
others who stand high on our list of vol- 
usteers from this chusch. I will add their 
names in order of numbers... . 

Of course, we expect others to be added 
to this list as we keep the call to full- 
time service before the youth of our 
church. During the ten years in which 
I have been the pastor of this church I 
feel that one of the greatest services we 
have rendered to our Master has been 
along the line of presenting, without pres- 
sure, the needs of the Kingdom and the 
call of Christ to the heart of our youth. 

Miss Charlotte Persinger, our director 
of religious education, has had so much 
to do with the leadership of our young 
people in this field that I am asking her 
to add any word that she may have in 
mind. 

E. B. McGUKIN. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


No Railroad Business 


To the Editors: 

Just for the purpose of keeping the rec- 
ord correct, will you kindly publish this 
reply to Mr. James Lewis Howe's letter 
which was published in THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK of July 7, in which 
he states that he had received half dozen 
communications from a Mississippi rail- 
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Va., under the act of March 3, 


1879. 
East Franklin Street, Richmond 19, Vir 


road condemning the Federal Council of 
Churches? 

Mr. Howe is mistaken if he thinks he 
received any letters from a Mississippi 
railroad. He, no doubt, received several 
communications from me but they were 
all signed by me as an individual, and the 
railroad for which I work had no part in 
the educational program which had 
for its purpose the enlightenment of 
church officers regarding some of the ac- 
tivities of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America as shown by the 
Council's official reports. This educational 
program was in full force in all of the 
15 states where there are Presbyterian 
Churches affiliated with the Presbyterian 
Church, US, long before any commission- 
ers were elected to the 87th General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, US. 

Perhaps Mr. Howe is not aware of the 
fact that those feeling as he does, that is, 
favorable to the Federal Council, had for 
several months before the meeting of the 
General Assembly been “condemning” 
their brother church officers and accusing 
them of “hitting below the belt.” 

Mr. Howe should also know that the 
limiting of speeches on the floor of the 





Letters to the editors are an ex- 
tremely important part of this 
paper. However, they should 
be kept brief so that many can 
be printed. Comments of 50- 
100 words are highly desir- 
able; never over 300. 





Assembly to five minutes was done by 
those believing as he does regarding the 
Federal Council. 

Mr. Howe speaks of the literature per- 
taining to one side of the question re- 
quiring one hour to read as being unfair 
due to the fact that Assembly speakers 
were limited to five minutes. He even ac- 
cuses those of sending out the literature 
of “striking below the belt.” It seems to 
me that every member of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, US, should be interested in 
receiving full information regarding the 
activities of the Federal Council rather 
than to depend upon five minute speeches 
at the General Assembly which meets in 
May every year. 

I would like to inform Mr. Howe that 
those opponents whom I know, are oppo- 
nents on the basis of deepest Christian 
convictions. We know that there are sin- 
cere and worthy ministers, church offi- 
cers and church members on both sides of 
this important issue. There should be no 
“name calling.” 

L. E. FAULKNER. 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


Scores Methods Used 
To the Editors: 

I should like to voice agreement with 
two letters which I read in THE OUT- 
LOOK of June 23. 

I too felt that it was almost beyond 
endurance to sit through some of the ses- 
sions of the General Assembly this year. 
It was my first trip—it was also the first 
time I have ever been ashamed of Pres- 
byterian procedure. It is inconceivable 
that men through whom our Savior ap- 
peals to the world could stoop to such low 
strategy (planning until past midnight 
the exact procedure by which a minority 
report might be “barrelled” through the 


next day’s legislation, bombarding every 
session with half-truth accusations, mig- 
representing facts when presenting the 
minority report, pleading as excuse the 
lack of time for reading entire sentences, 
etc.) and such un-Christian principles 
(supporting a segregated church and with- 
drawal from the only united front the 
Protestant church has, suggesting that we 
as a Christian church refrain from speak- 
ing with conviction concerning moral is- 
sues in economics and industry). 

The other letter states the position of 
the anti-union, anti-Federal Council group 
very well. I think we might well refer 
to this group henceforth as the “Anti- 
Church Group.” Certainly a group that 
cannot see beyond pride and prejudice the 
vision that Christ has of his church as a 
leavening, progressive, saving body is 
anti-church. . .. 

- . Presbyteries that desire simply to 
appeal to the world for Christ must send 
to the General Assembly each year com- 
missioners who are wide-awake to the is- 
sues before the church and aware of the 
tactics being employed. That has ever 
been the strong point of democratic prin- 
ciples—an informed, representative peo- 
ple. 

I was chagrined to note that our North- 
ern brethren in Christ, who are attacked 
viciously by the anti-church group for 
their spiritual anaemia, expressed what 
gave strong evidence of being a visitation 
of the Holy Spirit while they were adopt- 
ing a benevolence budget of $17,444,231. 
I could not help comparing their experi- 
ence with ours. The prevailing spirit at 
our General Assembly was one of bit- 
terness and trustlessness. It was indeed 
an “ill-prepared,” “Ad Interim” Assembly. 

May God forgive us, for we almost to- 
tally ignored his Christ. 

JOE M. BROWN. 
Port Arthur, Texas, 


The Right to Disagree 


To the Editors: 

. « - lL enjoyed very much attending the 
87th Assembly and have read your report 
on it since my return. I want to thank 
you for such a thorough report. 

We too believe in a democratic ex- 
change of views and this is one reason 
I want your paper. However, my views 
are directly opposite yours. 

CHARLES A. MILLER. 
Linden, Ala, 


E Pluribus Unum 
To the Editors: 

I believe that you share with me an 
interest in the possibilities of close co- 
operation between Christians of various 
backgrounds. Consequently I believe that 
you will be interested in a survey made 
by Mr. C. H. Teeter, one of the elders 
of our church, of the backgrounds of our 
membership. Mr. Teeter examined the 
church roll and the sessionai records and 
furnished me with the following table of 
percentages: 


Presbyterian Church, US. 41% 
Other Presbyterians 29% 
Presbyterian, USA. 25% 

U. P. and A. R. P. 4% 

15 Other Denominations 30% 


So far as the session and I know we 
are free from cliques and divisions. There 
is no evidence in the interest and devo- 
tion of individuals as to the background 
from which they come. Christians of 
various denominations are able to work 
together in the local church and it would 
seem that there are no insurmountable 
difficulties to achieving real cooperation 
and progress toward union on a larger 
scale. 

D. P. McGEACHY, JR. 
Peace Memorial Church, 
Clearwater, Fila. 
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MONTREAT 


Leadership School 
Carries on Program 


For Great Number 
Fifty Missionaries Also 
Prepare for Foreign Service 


By the time the Woman’s Auxiliary 
school closed—or even was well under 
way—and with the coming of the 
churchwide leadership training school, 
Montreat’s conference season was in 
high gear. 

When the 814 women (plus that many 
more who did not register for credit 
classes) went their various ways, a large 
number of pastors, directors of religious 
education, Sunday school superin- 
tendents and teachers and other workers 
in local churches—1,000 or more— 
poured in for the last school to be 
directed by Patrick H. Carmichael be- 
tore he goes to his new work as dean 
and professor in the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School this fall. W. A. Benfield, 
Jr., Louisville Seminary vice-president, 
and John Bright, Union Seminary pro- 
fessor, had the daily devotional and 
Bible study periods for the school. 


Missionaries Preparing 


Approximately 30 Southern Presby- 
terian missionary-appointees and 20 
from other denominations are engaged 
in a more-than-a-month school of mis- 
sions in preparation for service abroad. 
A consecration and commissioning serv- 
ice for these new missionaries is 
scheduled for Sunday, August 17. 

More than 200 Montreat women are 
expected to be engaged in the summer 
program of the woman’s club this year, 
with Miss Sally Abernathy, Winter 
Haven, Fla., president. Various scholar- 
ship and other objectives havé been set 
for the members. Once-a-week meet- 
ings will focus attention on the develop- 
ment of Montreat. Special social events 
are planned for July and August. 

In the final exercises of the Auxiliary 
school 29 certificates, given after the 
completion of courses during four years 
at Montreat, were awarded, and 
diplomas, which signify at least six 
years’ attendance at the school, were 
presented to 19 women. Mrs. C. S. 
Harrington, Houston, Texas, was re- 
elected chairman of the Committee on 
Woman’s Work of the Assembly. 





CLAUDE @ PRITCHARD 
Second in the current series on the 
Presbyterian Hour will be the sermon 
by Claude H. Pritchard, July 20, at 8:30 
A. M. (EST) over a southwide network. 
Dr. Pritchard, the executive secretary of 
Assembly’s home missions, will speak 
on “The Law of Sin and Death.” 


S’WESTERN GETS MORE TIME 

Southwestern in Memphis, within 
sight of its $2,000,000 goal which will 
enable it to claim the full $500,000 of- 
fered by the General Education Board, 
found that a shrinkage of around $115,- 
000 in overdue subscriptions and an 
additional failure of $35,000 in contri- 
butions left it $150,000 shy when the 
June 30 deadline was reached. How- 
ever, the education board has granted 
an additional six months extension—to 
December 31—to enable the college to 
claim the last $100,000 which is of- 
fered. Every dollar contributed now 
means two, or close to it. 

Alabama has paid the money for tne 
full amount of its quota; Louisiana, 
with less than $10,000 due, has $5,000 
of it subscribed—unpaid and overdue. 
Louisiana Presbytery has reached its 
quota, the eighth of sixteen to do so: 
Red River, Mobile, Tuscaloosa, Birming- 
ham, East Mississippi, Mississippi, and 
Memphis. North Mississippi and Colum- 
bia are nearing their goals. Red River 
leads them all with its ‘‘over the top” 
record, with only one church under its 
quota. 

The four controlling synods have sub- 
scribed $908,412 towards their combined 
quotas. Tennessee lacks $55,000; Mis- 
sissippi, $85,000. To date $1,850,000 
(including the City of Memphis) has 
been received in cash at Southwestern. 
The General Education Board has paid 
in its $400,000. 


Statement Written by 
Dulles Warns Against 
Methods of Coercion 


Federal Council Poses Issue as 


Free Society vs. Police State 


New York (RNS)—Failure of the 
American people to demonstrate that 
this country stands for a ‘“‘basic moral 
and political principle’ and not for seit- 
interest is one of the major causes of 
increasing tension between the United 
States and the Soviet Union, the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches declared here 
in an official statement approved by its 
executive committee. (Editorial, p. 9.) 

Prepared py the council’s Commission 
on a Just and Durable Peace, of which 
John Foster Dulles is chairman, the 
statement asserted that a widespread 
impression exists in other lands that the 
United States is using methods otf 
coercion ‘‘to impose on others our par- 
ticular form of society.” 

“The peoples of the world are con- 
fused,’ said the statement. ‘Without 
doubt, they overwhelmingly prefer a 
free society of tolerance, although many 
prefer state socialism to free enterprise. 
However, they feel caught between the 
two greatest and most vigorous powers 
ef the world, each of which, they as- 
sume, is seeking to impose its will by 
coercive methods of intolerance.” 

Reaffirming an official pronouncement 
on Soviet-American relations issued by 
the council last October, the statement 
declared that “if American initiative 
is to prevail it must carry worldwide 
conviction on two basic facts: first, that 
our nation utterly renounces for itself 
the use internationally of the method 
of intolerance; and, second, that per- 
sistence internationally by the Soviet 
government or the Soviet Communist 
Party in methods of intolerance, such 
2s purge, coercion, deceitful infiltra- 
tion, and false propaganda shielded by 
secrecy, will not in fact make its faith 
prevail and will jeopardize the peace.”’ 


Free Society vs. Police State 


The statement described the “‘critical 
and supreme political” issue confront- 
ing mankind today as that of a free 
society versus a police state, and not 
the economic issue of Communism ver- 
sus capitalism or the issue of state 
socialism versus free enterprise. 

“By a free society,’’ the council ex- 
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vlained, ‘‘we mean a society in which 
buman beings, in voluntary cooperation, 
may choose and change their way of life 
and in which force is outlawed as a 
means to suppress or eliminate spiritual, 
intellectual and political differences be- 
tween individuals and those exercising 
the police power. The police state de- 
nies such rights.” 

The statement warned against ten- 
dencies to ignore the United Nations in 
direct dealings on international prob- 
lems. 

“The General Assembly,” it pointed 
out, “has already shown that it can 
focus the moral judgment of mankind 
so as to influence the policies of govern- 
ments. No nation has yet presented a 
program or argued a case before the 
General Assembly without paying defer- 
cnee to public opinion as registered in 
that Assembly.”’ 

The council asserted that ‘‘Christian 
precept and enlightened self-interest 
call for United States’ economic aid to 
a degree not yet understood or ac- 
cepted by our people.” 


“An adequate program,’’ it added, 
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‘“‘may involve a reconsideration of basic 
domestic policies in relation to such 
subjects as taxation, public debt, tariff, 
labor and management relations, and 
price policies. Whether or not the over- 
all program seems in its immediate con- 
sequences to affect adversely certain 
features of our economic life, the duty 
is inescapable.” 

In conclusion, the statement urged 
American Christians to do much more 
to demonstrate their conviction that 
“the greatest forces in the world are 
moral forces, and that with God all 
things are possible, even peace.”’ 


Salaries of Presbyterian, USA, 
Ministers Average $3,130 


Philadelphia (RNS)—Salaries of min- 
isters in the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
range from $3,800 to less than $1,200 
a year, with an overall average of $3,- 
130, according to statistics released by 
the denomination’s board of pensions 
here. 

The highest salary average of $3,800 
prevails in the Baltimore Synod. Next 





Democracy As a Religion 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





PERUSAL of the commencement 

addresses delivered this year 

would make it appear that America 
has no other religion but faith in democ- 
racy. Democratic justice is undoubtedly 
the highest form of justice we know, 
and it deserves our loyalty, including 
our readiness to defend it against ruth- 
less foes, whether of the past or the 
present. 

But is a democratic society really the 
be-all and end-all of existence? It de- 
serves our conditioned loyalty as the 
best form of human society we know. 
But does it deserve the unconditional 
loyalty which is the mark of true re- 
ligion? There are several reasons why 
we must answer that question in the 
negative. 

The first reason is that a democratic 
society is a high social value, but the 
meaning of man’s existence is only 
partly comprehended in his social re- 
lations. Every man must finally stand 
in the loneliness of his ‘individuality’ 
before a more ultimate judge than his 
society, or even the best society. ‘To 
me,” said St. Paul, “it is a small thing 
to be judge of men; neither judge I 
myself—he that judges me is the Lord.”’ 

This sense of a more ultimate judg- 
ment and fulfillment. of life than any 
social judgment of fulfillment is the 
mark of high religion. What good does 
it do for a society to offer the individual 
freedom, beyond the laws and restraints 
of society, if that freedom has no final 
anchorage? If democracy makes itself 
the end of existence it is only a little 
better than Communism which equates 
the meaning of life with the life of the 


community. 

The second reason why we must be 
critical of democracy as a religion is 
that we are easily persuaded by such a 
religion to regard our particular form 
of democracy as the ultimate perfection 
and are tempted to self-righteousness. 
There is indeed a very strong note of 
self-righteousness in all modern Ameri- 
can pronouncements about democracy. 

We seem to forget that democracy, 
even at best, is a luxury which strong 
and healthy nations can indulge in and 
which is not available to certain im- 
poverished and war-torn nations, since 
a minimal of social health is a pre- 
supposition of democratic life. 

But we also forget that the particular 
brand of democracy is very individualis- 
tic and libertarian and that Europe is, 
on the whole, afraid of it, because of 
its war-torn communities require above 
all the restoration of community. And 
American democracy erroneously as- 
sumes that if we only guard freedom, 
community will take care of itself. 

Our uncritical devotion to our type 
of democracy might actually motivate 
the undoing of the cause of democracy, 
because we do not have the imagination 
to see the adjustments which must be 
made in applying a political ideal, as it 
has grown up in a very favored nation, 
to the conditions of unfavored nations. 

We need, therefore, a profounder re- 
ligion than devotion to democracy. It 
must be one which inculcates the fear of 
God even in the hearts of righteous 
democrats, or very especially in the 
hearts of self-righteous democrats. 

(Copyright, 1947, by RNS) 
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highest is Michigan, with $3,713. Okla- 
homa’s high average of $3,750 tops the 
list of Southern synods. Average for 
Kentucky Synod is $3,285, and for the 
Synod of the Mid-South, which includes 
Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama, 
$5,105. 

In New Jersey the average salary is 
$3,572; in Pennsylvania, $3,460, and in 
New York, $3,471. 

The most depressed financially are the 
Negro synods. The average salary for 
the Atlantic Synod is $1,413. In this 
synod, however, there are 16 pastors 
serving at less than $1,200 a year, and 
chly four get salaries of over $2,400 a 
year. Averages for other Negro synods 
are: Blue Ridge, $2,221; Canadian, 
$1,599; and Catawba, $1,507. 

According to Donald L. Hibbard, 
executive of the board of pensions, most 
of the ministers in the “less than 
$1,200’’ classification are temporarily 
employed. To get the complete picture, 
he said, it must be borne in mind that 
the total amount paid by the church 
to the minister is not just his salary. 

He estimated that the average amount 
paid for salary in cash is $2,722, plus 
$408 for manse (15 per cent of salary) 
—making the $3,130 figure—plus $250 
for pension dues (8 per cent of salary), 
which brings to $3,380 the amount re- 
ceived by the minister. 


Austin College Gets Another 
Generous Gift—$250,000 


Austin College, Sherman, Texas, is 
the recipient of another generous bene- 
faction in recent weeks—$250,000 from 
M. B. Hughey, of Charlotte, Texas, an 
elder in the Presbyterian church of that 
community. This is the first step in 
the college’s Centennial Program 
(1949) when a goal of $1,500,000 is 
expected to be reached. Mr. Hughey’s 
gift is undesignated and will likely be 
used for endowment purposes. The 
earlier gift was the Jesse Jones endow- 
ment which will yield $4,000 annually 
for the John T. Jones Chair of Eco- 
nomics, 


Seek Joint Meeting of 
Presbyterian Youth Groups 


Grinnell, Ia. (RNS).—A joint meet- 
ing of Westminster Fellowship National 
Council officers with national officers 
of the Presbyterian Youth Fellowship, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(Southern), preparatory to the reunit- 
ing of the Northern and Southern Pres- 
byterian Churches, was voted here at 
closing sessions of the first national 
Westminster Fellowship eneral Assem- 
bly. The Westminster Fellowship is 
the national youth agency of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. 

Delegates aiso passed a_ resolution 
endorsing the Christian Youth Confer- 
ence of North America to be held at 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in September. 
They voted to hold the second national 
general assembly in 1950. 
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@ ‘‘It is better to die in a good cause, than to die in a bad one,”’ 
says this man as he sets out to help save his world from catastrophe 


The Kind of Education America Needs 


By ROBERT M. HUTCHINS* 


bomb, vast military preparations are useless to 
the United States. While we have a monopoly of 
the bomb, we do not need these preparations. When other 
nations have the bomb, these preparations will do us no 
good. These preparations are, in fact, a danger to us, for 
they serve to convince other nations that we are out to 


dominate the world. ... 
* * * 


S INCE THERE IS NO DEFENSE against the atomic 


The task of this generation is to establish peace. Peace 
can no longer be regarded_as an interval between wars. 
Now we must have peace or Wé shall have no world at all. 


If we are to survive, we must establish peace in our 
generation and . . this can be accomplished only by a 
world government, which must be supported by a world 
community. Peace is necessary to survival. But survival 
is not the aim of life. . . We must ask ourselves a more 
important question, what are we going to do with ourselves 
if we do survive? .. 

After centuries of misconduct we now have about five 
years in which to learn how to behave ourselves. But 
learning how to behave ourselves is the only defense against 
the atomic bomb. You may well ask how we can get 
other people to behave themselves. If our hearts are 
changed, and those of the Russians are not, we shall merely 
have the satisfaction of being blown up with changed hearts 
rather than with unchanged ones. I do not expect many 
American audiences . .to have sufficient faith in the im- 
mortality of the soul to regard this as more than a dubious 
consolation. 

+ * * 

It is often said that education is the American substitute 
for a national religion. But many countries have been able 
to reconcile support of a religious establishment with dis- 
regard of its principles; and American support of edu- 
cation often appears to be of this kind. The devotion seems 
to be to the symbol, rather than to the activity, and is 
rhetorical rather than real. Popular education is a splen- 
did subject for a Fourth of July address; but thousands of 
teachers have been driven from the profession by the piti- 
ful salaries now offered them. We can be certain that if 
there is another depression the experience of the last will 
be repeated: the expenditures on education will be the first 
cut and the last restored. . 

Democratic education in America has meant that all those 
who could afford to continue in education have been able 
to, and those who have not had the money have not. Hence 
the paradox that in that country which provides “free” 
education for all, the length of a young person’s education 
varies directly with his capacity to pay. And since at 
these age levels at least there is no relation between in- 
tellectual ability and capacity to pay, the educational sys- 
tem has been overwhelmed with students who are not 
qualified for the work they are supposed to be doing and 
whose presence inevitably dilutes and trivializes the entire 
program. . There are as many good high school grad- 
uates out of college as in because we have no ade- 
quate system of financial aid for those who are bright but 
impoverished. 

It is paradoxical that in our country, where the rapidity 


*Chancellor, the University of Chicago. Here are ex- 
cerpts from two of the three addresses delivered recently 
at the annual meeting of the Presbyterian Educational As- 
sociation of the South at Montreat, N. C. Excerpts from 
the third will be published next week. 


of technical change is dramatically presented to every citi- 
zen every day, we should have a system of education which 
ignores the rapidity and inevitability of change. . 

* * * 

The best practical education is the most theoretical one. 
This is probably the first time in human history in which 
change on every front is so rapid that what one generation 
has learned of practical affairs in the realm of politics, 
industry, business, and technology is of little value to the 
next. What the father knows of the facts of life is almost 
useless to his son. It is principles, and everlastingly prin- 
ciples, not data, not facts, not helpful hints, but princi- 
ples, which the rising generation requires if it is to find 
its way through the mazes of tomorrow. No man among 
us can tell what tomorrow will be like. All we know with 
certainty is that it will be different from today. . 

* * * 

The education of adults has in this country been largely 
ignored, on the ground that education is something for 
children. We have thought of it as something like mea- 
sles, mumps, chicken-pox, cr whooping cough; having had 
education once, one need not, indeed, cannot have it again. 


* * * 


The survival of civilization depends on those who are 
adults today. We cannot wait for the rising generation to 
rise. It is imperative that we enter now, with the aid of 
all the new devices which technology has given us, upon a 
program of mass adult education such as we have never 
dreamed of. One such program is already under way: 
it is that by which schools, colleges, universities, and li- 
braries all over the country are forcing adults to consider 
fundamental issues through the study and discussion of 
the great books of the western world. At the rate at which 
this program is now expanding I confidently expect to see 
15,000,000 people involved in it within five years. 

I do not suffer from the illusion that if 15,000,000 Ameri- 
cans are studying the great books of the western world 
within five years we shall avert the next war. Education 
alone cannot avert war. It can only increase the chances of 
averting it. But if we do not avert war by this kind of 
adult education, we can at least provide ourselves in the 
time we have left with some dignified alternative to liquor, 
the movies, the radio, and running around in second-hand 
ears, catching glimpses of the countryside between the bill- 
boards. . . 

* ok * 

We know one thing positively about the American uni- 
versity today, and that is that it can produce weapons of 
war. Fortunately another great segment of the American 
university, the modern medical school, has done almost 
as much to lengthen life as the schools of engineering and 
physics have done to shorten it. Wherever the material 
conditions of existence are in question, the American uni- 
versity can deliver the goods. If you want a better bomb, 
better poison gas, etc., better medicine, better crops, or 
better aeroplanes, you will find the American university 
able, and usually willing, to help you. 

Where the American university cannot help us is where 
we need help most. For this reason the American uni- 
versity is verging toward obsolescence; an institution be- 
comes obsolete when it can no longer supply what society 
requires. The task of this generation is to establish peace. 
Because of . our indifference to the real purposes of 
education and our preoccupation with the trivial, the frivo- 
lous, and the immediately practical, the American univer- 
sity is gradually losing its power to save the world. It 
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has the power to destroy it; it is ill-equipped to save it. 
What is honored in a country will be cultivated there; a 
means of cultivating it is the educational system. The 
American educational system mirrors the chaos of the mod- 
ern world. While science and technology, which deal only 
with goods in the material order, are flourishing as never 
before, liberal education, philosophy, history, and theology, 
through which we might learn to guide our lives, are un- 
dergoing a slow but remorseless decay. 
. + a 

We must have universal education, let it cost what it 
may, of the right kind, and this is the kind through which 
we may hope to raise ourselves by our own bootstraps into 
a different spiritual world. That is the kind which places 
a sound character and a trained intelligence above all other 
aims and which helps the citizen to work out for himself 
a set of principles by which we may live. By such a set 
of principles, rationally arrived at and firmly held, the 
democratic man may hope, perhaps, to be more than a 
transitory phenomenon in a darkening world. 


Il. 


The theses I shall seek to defend (in this address) are: 

1. That liberal education is practically non-existent in 
this country. 

2. That war has not ruined it, nor can peace revive it. 

3. That liberal education is education appropriate to man, 
offering him the habitual vision of greatness, and dealing 
primarily with values independent of time or place. 

4. That liberal education is composed of the great books, 
the great experiments, and the liberal arts. 

5. That the student should enter upon this curriculum 
not later than the age of fifteen or sixteen. 

6. That if all men are to be free, all men must have a 
liberal education. 

The plain fact is that liberal education exists in only one 
or two places in this country and that almost all the col- 
leges and universities in the United States could be closed 
without affecting liberal education in any way. It is true 
that the traditional vestiges, the fleeting image, the faint 
aroma. the fossil remains of this education may still be 
discovered. But the thing is dead, and has been for al- 
most half a century. 

*~ a * 

. An education appropriate to man . . will be one 
formulated in terms of the new attributes achieved by life 
in becoming human; speech, conceptual thought, the ca- 
pacity for tradition, and aesthetic, intellectual, and spirit- 
ual experience and satisfaction. An education appropriate 
to man is one which promotes the death of the mammal 
within us, that the man may live. . . It must hold before 
the rising generation what Whitehead has called the habit- 
ual vision of greatness. . . Without this habitual vision, 
education is impossible. . . The habitual vision of great- 
ness supplies us with the direction and the motive power 
we need. . It must deal with permanent and not with 
shifting conditions, with ultimate and not relative ends. 
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Liberal education is education for freedom. All you have 
to do to answer the question, to whom shall it be offered, 
is to ask yourself who is to be free? Who are to be the 
members of our free community? If there are to be peo- 
Ple in this country who are not to be admitted to that 
community, then we do not have to worry about them, ex- 
cept to see to it that they are kept in good working con- 
dition. But if every man is to be free, then every man 
must be educated for freedom. This truth is self-evident; 
and the debate must shift from the question, who is to have 
liberal education? to what is liberal education? When 
you know what liberal education is, you cannot shrink 
from the task of giving it to every individual who is 
destined for freedom. The alternative is to reach the in- 
defensible conclusion that there are some men who are 
not destined for freedom. But though this conclusion is 
supported by the high authority of Aristotle, it is still in- 
defensible, for it amounts to saying that there are some 
men who are not men. 

You will say that it can’t be done. But I reply that it 
must be done, and that you don’t know that it can’t be. 
You merely think it can’t because you are familiar with the 
apathy and apparent stupidity of those you have watched 
staring blankly out the windows of American classrooms. 
I do not deny that the task is so difficult as to look im- 
possible. I do not deny that years, perhaps centuries, will 
be required to reach the goal. But I do insist that this 
is the goal and that we must fight our way toward it with 
all our power. 

The clear vision that this is our goal will go far to 
remove the apathy which appalls us. The reason for the 
apathy is the aimlessness, futility, and triviality of the 
educational process. If we know what we are doing and 
where we are going, even the young people committed to 
our charge will participate in the sense of urgency which 
the importance of the undertaking must give us. 

The colossal frivolity of American education is enough 
to make a strong man weep. The world is crashing about 
us; our people are fated to assume new and awful respon- 
sibilities; and we spend our time congratulating ourselves 
on our marvelous educational system, a system in spite of 
and not because of which our country has grown rich and 
powerful. In fact, it is only because our country has been 
rich and powerful that it has been able to afford and to 
survive the educational system it has had. And yet it is 
actually suggested that the United States should re-educate 
the Germans and the Japanese. I wish we could. If believe 
that the Germans and the Japanese ought to have a chance 
to be human, too. But, in order to help them to be hu- 
man, let us become human ourselves. Let us educate our- 
selves to be free lest we unwittingly train our fellow-citi- 
zens, as well as our former enemies, to be slaves. With a 
full awareness of the enormous difficulties ahead, let us start 
out upon the long, hard road that leads to liberal education 
for all. 


(Part III next week.) 


The Plan for Reunion 


By DUNBAR H. OGDEN* 


ARTICLE I 
Procedure—Name—Doctrine 


Our General Assembly of 1947 adopted the following 
recommendations of a standing committee relative to the 
plan reported by the permanent committee providing for 
the Re-union of the Presbyterian Church in the United 


*Dr. Ogden is chairman of the General Assembly’s com- 
mittee charged with working out a suitable plan for the 
reunion of the two largest Presbyterian churches in 
America. He has also served as chairman of the joint (US- 
USA) drafting committee. 


States of America and the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States (Southern): 


That the Assembly receive the plan for study and com- 
ment only, during the year 1947, pending its further revi- 
sion and completion in detail prior to the 1948 Assembly. 
All comments are to be sent to the stated clerk of the 
General Assembly. 

That the Assembly request all presbyteries and synods 
to erect committees to make special study of the plan with a 
view to its presentation to those courts. 

That the Assembly request ministers throughout the 
church to instruct the officers and people as to the content 
of the plan in order that they may be intelligently in- 
formed. 

That the Assembly authorize the stated clerk to send a 
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copy of the plan to every minister and clerk of session 
and to make available sufficient additional copies to be dis- 
—" to such officers and members as may apply for 
them. 


The Assembly sends down the above recommendations 
without at this time expressing either approval or disap- 
proval of the plan of union. 


As chairman of our General Assembly’s Permanent Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union I deem it my duty and 
privilege by means of a series of articles in our church 
papers to point out the essential items in the plan, using 
so far as space will admit, the exact words of that docu- 
ment. 

The Plan for Re-union provides (1) A doctrinal basis, 
namely the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the 
Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms; (2) A governmental basis, namely 
the Book of Church Order embracing the Form of Govern- 
ment, Book of Discipline and Directory for Worship; (3) 
A covenant basis of sixteen Concurrent Declarations, which 
have the effect of a binding contract. 


PROCEDURE 


Reunion will be constitutionally effected when affirma- 
tive action shall have been taken by each of the respec- 
tive General Assemblies and by three-fourths of the pres- 
byteries in each of the Churches, followed by the approval 
of both of the respective General Assemblies. 

When both Churches, in this constitutional manner, shall 
have decided to enter into the re-union, commissioners of 
the two General Assemblies, chosen by the respective pres- 
byteries, each in its customary way, will meet together as the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United 
States. 


The following provisions are in the Concurrent Declara- 
tions: 


Upon reunion the existing presbyteries and synods of the 
two Churches shall be recognized as valid judicatories of 
the Presbyterian Church of the United States until such 
time as they may effect consolidations and readjustments 
of boundaries. The presbyteries and synods involved are 
urged to begin measures as soon as possible that will en- 
sure within a reasonable time the merger of their bodies. 

All ministers and churches included in the two Churches 
reuniting shall be admitted to the same standing in the 
reunited Church which they may hold in their respective 
connections at the time reunion is consummated. 

The official records of the two Churches shall be pre- 
served and held as making up the history of the reunited 
Church. 

At its first meeting, the General Assembly shall elect a 
special commission of fifty persons composed of an equal 
(25) representation from each of the reuniting Churches 
and representatives of the interests specially involved as 
well as those of the Church at large, which shall be charged 
with the following duties: 


Thus we see that the re-union of the two General As- 
semblies will take place at once, but the consolidation of 
presbyteries and synods will be gradual, and within the 
power of these bodies. 

It is probable that overlapping presbyteries and synods 
will promptly consolidate. 

In both the USA Church and the Southern Church there 
are presbyteries and synods for Negro ministers and 
churches. The plan makes no change in this regard. 
Doubtless the Negro presbyteries and synods will promptly 
unite with each other. These and any further readjust- 
ments will be carried out locally on the initiative and with 
the consent of the presbyteries and synods involved. 

The USA Church and the Southern Church will continue 
in the re-united church, their official records being pre- 
served and held as part of the history of the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States. ; 

To a commission of fifty (50), composed of twenty-five 
(25) from each of the re-uniting Churches, will be com- 
mitted many important details that cannot well be worked 
out prior to the re-union of the General Assemblies. All 
recommendations of this commission must be by a three- 
fourths vote. 
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NAME 


The official title of the re-united Church will be “The 
Presbyterian Church of the United States.” This is not the 
official title of either body entering into the re-union. 


DOCTRINE 


The doctrinal basis has as the supreme standard, “The 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments acknowledged 
as the inspired Word of God, the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice’; and as the subordinate standards 
“The Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms.’”’ These are common to both of the re- 
uniting Churches. 

Some years ago the USA Church appended to its Con- 
fession of Faith the following Declaratory Statement which 
expresses also the position of our Southern Church, and 
is included in the Plan: 


The Presbyterian Church of the United States does au- 
thoritatively declare as follows: 

“First, With reference to Chapter III. of the Confession 
of Faith: that concerning those who are saved in Christ, 
the doctrine of God’s eternal decree is held in harmony with 
the doctrine of his love to all mankind, his gift of his Son 
to be the propitiation for the sins of the whole world, and 
his readiness to bestow his saving grace on all who seek 
it. That concerning those who perish, the doctrine of 
God’s eternal decree is held in harmony with the doctrine 
that God desires not the death of any sinner, but has 
provided in Christ a salvation sufficient for all, adapted to 
all, and freely offered in the Gospel to all; that men are 
fully responsible for their treatment of God’s gracious of- 
fer; that his decree hinders no man from accepting that 
offer; and that no man is condemned except on the ground 
of his sin. 

Second, With reference to Chapter X, Section III, of the 
Confession of Faith, that it is not to be regarded as teach- 
ing that any who die in infancy are lost. We. believe that 
all dying in infancy are included in the election of grace, 
and are regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit, 
who works when and where and how he pleases. 


The doctrinal questions asked of ministers, ruling elders, 
and deacons at their ordination are those of the Presby- 
terian Church prior to the division in 1861. 

‘ 


(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice? 

(2) Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession 
of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, as containing 
the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures? 


A few years ago our Southern Church made the follow- 
ing addition to the second question: 


And do you further promise that if at any time you find 





Another echo from the Oxford, Ohio, conference 


Two Immediate Imperatives 
By SAM NEWELL* 


The necessity for healing the breach between the two 
largest branches of the Presbyterian Church and the 
necessity for consecrated efforts to settle race problems 
along uncompromisingly Christian lines are the two most 
immediate imperatives with which a Presbyterian was 
faced at the Oxford Conference. . 

The tragedy of our disunity is that it truncates the 
strength of our witness to the Gospel, and that it springs 
from disharmony, malice, and strife, which themselves 
refute the power of the Gospel and speak to the world 
a word far more convincing than the Gospel we profess 
to proclaim. 


*President of the student body, Union Theological 
Seminary and a veteran of World War II. A member 
of Druid Hills church, Atlanta, he is serving this sum- 
mer at the First church, Bluefield, W. Va. 
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yourself out of accord with any of the fundamentals of 
this system of doctrine, you will on your own initiative 
make known to your presbytery (or session in the case of 
a ruling elder or deacon) the change which has taken place 
in your views since the assumption of this ordination vow? 


In the Plan for Re-union this addition is not made to 
the historic ordination vow of the Presbyterian Church. It 


THE MODERATORS SPEAK 
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is proposed that in the re-united Church the vow stand 
as it has throughout the centuries; the vow that was taken 
by Thornwell, Palmer, Dabney, Hoge, Stuart Robinson and 
all of our Southern ministers, ruling elders and deacons 
until a few years ago. 

The article of next week will deal with provisions in the 
plan relative to government. 


Presbyterians Are One People 


By WILBUR LAROE, JR.* 


HE LAYMEN of our church are most desirous of hav- 
ing the two great branches of our church united. 
Since we are children of the same God, and acknowl- 

edge the same Lord and Master, and since even our form 
of government is strikingly similar, we should brush aside 
the obstacles and make union a reality. : 

The cause of Jesus Christ recognizes no geography. His 
great love cuts across even national barriers. Since we 
are all good Americans, and all Christians, and all Pres- 
byterians, I submit that we should effectuate the same 
union physically which we already have spiritually. 

I have heard, as all of you have, certain alleged reasons 
against union. It has been said that you would love your 


independence. So would we—and so does everyone who 
gets married. But that is a poor reason for not getting 
married. 


I have heard it said, too, that the southern branch of the 
church is smaller and that it would be ‘“‘swallowed up”’ by 
the larger branch. That is akin to the first argument. It 
implies, contrary to fact, that there are certain policies 
which the northern branch would like to ‘‘put over’ on 
the southern branch. The only policies which we desire 
to implement are those of our Lord and Master. 

Recently I have heard the point raised that the south- 
ern branch ‘‘may” break away from the Federal Council 
of Churches., Frankly I cannot believe that it will. In 
every large church family there are bound to be differences 


*Moderator of the Presbyterian, USA, General Assem- 
bly. Mr. LaRoe is an attorney. He is an elder in the 
Chevy Chase Church, Washington, D. C. 


of viewpoint, but they are not too serious as long as we 
all keep our eyes on the Cross. I am frank to concede 
that withdrawal of the southern church from the Federal 
Council would set the cause of union back very badly. 
That is one reason why I feel confident that no such break 
will occur. 


I have heard it said, too, that racial issues, or differences 
in viewpoint on certain economic questions, might hold us 
apart. We have those same differences to a large extent 
within our own northern branch, but we overcome them by 
Christian love and understanding. At our General Assem- 
bly, over which it was my privilege to preside, we had 
sharp differences between us on great questions of policy, 
but they did not divide us. 


I am deeply concerned over the growth of totalitarian- 
ism and regimentation all across the world. There is an 
increasing tendency for small groups of dictators to shove 
people around—a tendency to make the government the 
master of the people. You and we ought to get together, 
and do so quickly, if only to resist this tendency, which, if 
continued, will affect our whole civilization. We ought to 
be enough concerned about the kind of world our chil- 
dren shall live in to bury our little differences and get 
together before the whole house burns down. How I wish 
I could make all of you feel as I do the seriousness of this 
matter. 

I have heard arguments also about difficulty over prop- 
erty and titles to real estates. Sometimes I wish we had 
no property. Jesus and his disciples had no wealth to di- 
vide them. 


The Christian Horizon 
By JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM*« 


NE OF THE MOST DARING qualities in the life and 
teaching of Christ was his world horizon. He re- 
fused to allow his followers to think of it in terms 

of their own restricted and provincial lives. Christ was 
always inclusive. The time is here for Christians to see 
their task in like terms. It is not enough to view one’s 
duty and responsibility in terms of his own denomination, 
and perhaps limited areas of the world where his own 
church carries on missionary undertakings. 

Ecumenical Christianity has struck its tents and is on 
the march. There is such a reality now as the “holy catho- 
lic church.” This church cannot be bounded by any class, 
or race, or nation. 

The Church is the only world-wide fellowship. Christ 
is the only uniting personality. Either we will hear his 
call, follow his leadership, and move out in response to 
the appalling need and danger of our day, or else we will 
forfeit the chance of generations, and fail in our duty to 
God and to defenseless millions of people who have not so 
much as heard the Gospel of Christ. 

*Moderator of the Presbyterian, US, General Assembly 
and president of Davidson College. Dr. Cunningham gave 
this address, on ‘‘The Christian Horizon,”’ at the Montreat 
Auxiliary Training School. A few excerpts are carried here. 


Time is of the essence. How much time none can tell. 
This is “our own great moment of opportunity, but a mo- 
ment does not last forever.” If our hope is in Christ— 
and where else does it lie—then his Church must find ef- 
fective channels through which her message can be heard. 
Surely the luxury of over two hundred Protestant denomi- 
nations is now indefensible. The issue before us is not 
unions and mergers. That would require more time than 
it at our disposal. The real issue is wholehearted coopera- 
tion. We have seen the impressive spectacle of nations 
standing together in the emergency, with no time to mag- 
nify petty differences and dislikes. And I say to you, my 
friends, the emergency is not over. Let not any branch of 
the Christian Church suppose for a moment that she can 
settle back in quiet, undisturbed isolation, and live. Christ 
would call out to his Church, ‘‘He that saveth his life shall 
lose it, but he that loseth his life for my sake and the gos- 
pel’s shall save it.’’ 


There are three great claims of Christ on his Church 
today: world evangelism, world missions, and world peace. 
None of these can be effectively performed by us as lone 
denominations. We must lay well our strategy and go out 
together with this song in our hearts, ‘‘Like a mighty army 
moves the Church of God.” (Editorial, next page.) 
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EDITORIAL 


Presbyterians Cooperate 





From one end of our church to the 
other we will do well to drink in the 
words of wisdom of our Assembly’s 
moderator as spoken recently to the 
Woman’s Auxiliary Training school at 
Montreat (see excerpts on page 8). 
Dr. Cunningham, in this address, put 
the issue before our church in words 
which cannot be escaped. 

In the presbyteries of our church, 
just now, we are facing the question of 
our future cooperation in the Federal 
Council of Churches. Sad to say, but 
some people, limited in their horizons, 
appear to feel that it is a matter of 
relative indifference as to whether or 
not we stand shoulder-to-shoulder with 
the other major denominations of 
America. Such people cannot possibly 
see a very large pattern of the earth 
today, They must be thinking only of 
isolated fragments; they cannot be 
aware of the tremendous demands upon 
a united Protestantism in a war-torn 
world; they cannot be-alert to the grave 
issues which are at stake in our times. 

Let us not be confused as we see this 
matter. It means, for us in our com- 
munities, wholehearted support of our 
local councils of churches and minis- 
ters’ associations; it means the same for 
our state councils, wherever they are 
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organized; it means a new rallying to 
the support of the Federal Council of 
Churches, with intelligent understand- 
ing of its policies and loyal participation 
in its program; it means all the strength 
that we can give to the World Council 
of Churches. 

The Presbyterian Church has tradi- 
tionally been in the forefront of all 
worthy efforts in Christian cooperation; 


it cannot afford to be anywhere else to- 
day, 


One Dollar Makes Two 


Friends of Southwestern in Memphis 
will be glad to learn that the General 
Education Board has extended its time 
limit another six months in order to 
enable the college to make every effort 
to reach its $2,000,000 goal. About 
$150,000 is needed. This amount will 
bring $100,000 from the New York 
board. Here’s a good way to make 
money for Christian education—one dol- 
lar makes two. 


Life in the Churches 


We'd like to see it tried. Somewhere 
it could be done—that is, it could be 
if the man can be discovered who will 
recognize it as a big job and a big op- 
portunity—far bigger than the usual 
preparation and delivery of his Sunday 
sermons. 

We are thinking about the adaptation 
of the pattern used at the recent meet- 
ing of the Presbyterian Education Asso- 
ciation of the South when Chancellor 
Hutchins delivered his addresses and 
when a panel of able leaders led a 
vigorous discussion on his theses. Noth- 
ing like those discussion periods for 
interest and wide-awake attention has 
been seen at Montreat. Well, for that 
matter, you can’t find anywhere more 
lively mornings than those during the 
conference in question. People came 
and they stayed through, and they came 
back the next night to hear what 
Hutchins would say this time, then next 
morning to hear the critics; then to 
kear Hutchins again. 

Just imagine something like this 
going on week-by-week in your church. 
It would revolutionize most of them. 
Yes, to be sure, the preacher would 
have to see to it that he really preached; 
he would have to guard his language; 
he would have to make his meanings 
clear; he would have to say something! 
More than this, he would have to be 
able to “‘take it’; he would have to have 
a thick skin. And the members of 
the panel who would lead a Sunday 
night session, let us say, would have 
to be willing to be frank, to disagree, 
to pull no punches. And the persons 
who selected the pinel would have to 
seek out vigorous thinkers and speakers 
—inside the church or outside, depend- 
ing on the topic under discussion—from 
among those most concerned and best 
informed about the problem involved, 
whoever they might be. You would have 
to get some who world disagree. 

But, given a vigorous preacher whe 
is really saying something, along with 
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a wide-awake panel, would the com- 
munity sit up to see what was going 
cn? Would it take a new interest in 
religion? Would people find a new rele- 
vance of faith to life? Would they! 


GUEST EDITORS 


Freedom vs. Police State 





(See News Account, page 3) 

The statement prepared by a com- 
mission headed by John Foster Dulles 
and adopted yesterday by the Federal 
Council of Churches helps to clarify 
a lot of muddy thinking when it de- 
clares that the supreme and critical 
issue of our time is that of the free 
society versus the police state. The free 
society is the goal mankind has been 
working and dying for since the dawn 
of history. Inch by inch, with endless 
effort, we have extended the area of 
freedom to the end that ‘Shuman beings, 
in voluntary cooperation, may choose 
and change their way of life’ and out- 
law force as ‘‘a means to suppress or 
eliminate’ spiritual, intellectual and 
political differences.’’ The police state 
is the denial of that right; it nullifies 
the gain of centuries and reverts to a 
feudalism more stifling than the old 
serfdom because it is mechanized and 
centralized to a degree impossible in 
the past. 

Reduced to its simplest terms, this is 
the issue. The statement of the Dulles 
Commission could not have been more 
timely if it had been issued as a com- 
mentary on the refusal of Moscow to 
cooperate in an international effort for 
European recovery. Wherever Soviet 
influence goes, the police state goes with 
it. What is happening in Hungary is 
the latest illustration of this process. 
There we see that the Soviet leaders 
choose to keep the line drawn tight be- 
cause they are afraid of the impact and 
the attraction of a free society on the 
states they are trying to control. 

The statement is also relevant to Sec- 
retary Marshall’s” stinging protest 
against the malicious misrepresentation 
of the motives behind the American 
offer of aid. The Commission drives this 
point home by suggesting that we our- 
selves fail to make our motives clear 
enough. One cause of the increasing 
tension in Soviet-American relations, it 
asserts, is “failure to demonstrate that 
the American people stand for a basic 
moral and political principle and not 
merely for self-interest.” Nor, it should 
be added, do they stand against Russia 
or Communism. As soon as we shake 
off the slick inversions and double talk 
that becloud this central fact, we shall 
recognize the issue for what it is and 
identify ourselves with a great principle 
which is invincible in the end because 
all men aspire to belong to a free so- 
ciety. The Federal Council of Churches 
has performed a valuable service in put- 
ting the antithesis in sharp relief.— 
Editorial in The New York Times. 
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On the Youth Front 








Frances Fulcher Wins $1,000 
Parshad Scholarship Award 


Frances D. Fulcher, Davidson, N. C., 
professor’s daughter, is one of the top 
winners in the Parshad Youth Week 
Scholarship contest for 1947, according 
to recent announcements from Chicago. 
Winning the contest in the Southern 
Region, she is entitled to a college 
scholarship valued at $1,000 in addition 
to a full scholarship at a United Chris- 
tian Youth Movement conference which 
she recently attended at Pleasant Hill, 
Tenn. 





DECIDING THE FINANCIAL 
FUTURE OF YOUR FAMILY 


Estate planning means making sure 
that your family will benefit most from 
what you leave, without litigation, ex- 
cessive taxation, or wastage. 
Effective estate planning requires the 
benefit of legal and administrative ex- 
perience. There is no obligation in- 
volved when our Trust Department 
joins you and your attorney in confer- 
ence. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


JOHN H. MILLER, JR., 
Chairman of the Board 
H. HITER HARRIS, 
President 
Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


First place winner of the contest 
sponsored by Alfred H. Avery, Malden, 
Mass., business man, concerned with 
the application of the Christian faith to 
daily life, is Winona Frazier, Los 
Angeles, with second place going to Bill 
Barrick, Enid, Okla. 

Another Southern Presbyterian win- 
ner, besides Miss Fulcher, is Harry E. 
Smith, Austin, Texas, who received a 
partial summer conference scholarship. 
He is president of the Texas Youth Fel- 
lowship and is now attending the World 
Youth Conference at Oslo, Norway. 


Southern Presbyterians Have Largest 
Attendance at Regional Conference 

Southern Presbyterian young people 
ran away with the registration at the 
Southern Regional Conference of the 
United Christian Youth Movement at 
Pleasant Hill, Tenn., recently, when 15 
enrolled, along with Henrietta Thomp- 
son, a member of the denomination’s 
staff, who was on the faculty. John 
Miller, Charlotte, N. C., one of the 
Southern Presbyterians, was co-presi- 
dent of the conference. Others in the 
delegation included: 


Frances Fulcher, Davidson, N. C.; 
Frank Perrin, Union, S. C.; Earle 
Morris, Jr., Pickens, S. C.; Carolyn 


Bearden, Wellford, S. C.; Dan DeWitt, 
John D. Reese, Jr. and Sam Reese, 
Montgomery, Ala.; Frank Lane, Talla- 
dega, Ala.; Myrtis Handy, Baton Rouge, 
La. (Snedecor Synod); Nancy Jennings 





Southern Regional Council offers: 


introduction by Ellis Arnall. 


Southern Regional Council, Inc. 
63 Auburn Avenue, N. E. 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 


Gentlemen: 





IT’S YOUR SOUTH, TOO! 


And its problems and promises are the concern of all Southerners. 


To inform you of what can be done and what is being done, the 


Wanted: The South’s Future for the Nation, by Rupert B. Vance; 


Wanted: A Healthy South, by Dorothy Dickins. 
Wanted: An Educated South. 


Machines in the Cotton Fields, by Arthur Raper. 
(20 cents per copy ; $2.00 per dozen) 


Special offer: the FOUR pamphlets, plus a three months subscrip- 
tion to New South, the Southern Regional Council’s monthly publica- 
tion of news and articles on Southern trends and development— 


ALL FOR ONE DOLLAR! 


I.want to take advantage of your special offer of the four 
pamphlets and a three months subscription to New South. Please send them to: 


SeSSSCOSSHKSRSHARSSHEHCSSSOHCECHSHRESCHOEESESOHO RKO SR ORK eV HOOD ESO ESS 


{ ] Check (or money order) enclosed. J 


Please bill me. 


JULY 21, 1947 





DID YOU KNOW 


—that boys and girls in Southern 
Presbyterian Sunday schools are also 
enrolled in other organizations of the 
church, of a character-building na- 
ture, in approximately the following 
proportions: 

Juniors—one out of four. 

Intermediates—one out of three. 

Seniors—one out of two. 

Young People—one out of three. 








By R. L. ST. CLAIR ? 





and Charles Talley, Washington, D. C.; 
Charlotte Shiflet, Churchville, Va.; Sam 
Simpson, Nicholasville, Ky.; Johnston 
Bell, Huntington, W. Va. 


Christian Endeaver and UCYM 
Talk of Possible Merger 


Representatives of the world’s two 
largest Christian youth groups, the In- 
ternational Society of Christian En- 
deavor and the United Christian Youth 
Movement, are talking of creating a new 
united organization, inviting all Prot- 
estant evangelical groups to join in the 
effort, Plans have been under way since 
May, 1946, with conferences continuing 
through the year, and indications are 
that resources and efforts of both groups 
may be united on state, regional and 
community levels in addition to its 
larger outreach. 


Atlanta Church Plans 
“Mecca for Youngsters” 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—Morningside 
Presbyterian church here is planning a 
“mecca for youngsters.’ The church 
has begun work on a $250,000 sanc- 
tuary and recreational park on an eight- 
acre strip of property. 


The property, which will embrace a 
vast recreational area, picnic grounds, 
barbecue pits, basketball courts, and a 
modern church auditorium, will be one 
of the South’s most impressive centers 
for developing religious education 
among young people. 


City park engineers have been called 





INTERESTING FACTS 


| ee No. 2 
Milk is a known depressant of the 
nervous system’s irritability . ..a 


fact worth knowing in this age of 
accelerated living! 


\Virraaaa 
DAIRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk” 








1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 
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in to advise with officials of the church 
on the vast playground facilities, which 
will be thrown open to children of all 
denominations in this vicinity during 
the week. 


Construction of the sanctuary is ex- 
pected to begin Sept. 1. It will be the 
final unit in the immediate program. A 
Boy Scout hut and other incidental pro- 
jects already have been completed. A 
fellowship hall will be constructed, with 
the building to include a gymnasium, 
kitchen, and dining hall. 


Dr. A. Ahlstrand, chairman of the 
church’s building committee, said the 
entire project is planned to combat 
juvenile delinquency. He pointed out 
that his church is ‘‘going after’? youth 
in an effort to bring more children into 
the church. Arthur V. Gibson is the 
church’s pastor. 


MEMORIALS 








SARAH McNAIR McNEILL EVANS 
On May 1, 1947, a noble Christian, went 
toher reward. Sarah McNair McNeill was 
born April 16, 1852, the daughter of John 
B. and Flora McNair McNeill, of Robeson 
County, North Carolina. On January 4, 
1881, she was married to Rev. Joseph 
Evans, a Canadian minister who had come 
to be pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
of St. Pauls, N. C. As a minister’s wife 
she endeared herself to the people and 
proved a fine help-meet for her husband. 
Hers was a long life, but although she 
lived to be 95 years of age she remained 
young in spirit and was keenly interested 
in the affairs of the church and of so0- 
ciety which in her long life had witnessed 
many changes. It is not often that one 
fnds a character of such beauty and gen- 
uine worth to a community. Her many 
friends join her children in calling her 
blessed. Her wise counsel, based upon a 
simple faith in the presence and power 
of God, will long be remembered by all 
who knew her. In contemplating such a 
life one is reminded that “the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.” Living in the Spirit she truly 
walked in the Spirit. 


Can You Afford 


—the risk of naming an execu- 
tor without experience? 


The fees he is allowed are the 
same as the fees allowed this 
Company which for the past 
fifty years, has specialized in 
acting as executor, guardian 
and trustee. 


That is the main business of 
the 


Virginia Trust Company 
THE SAFE EXECUTOR 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

Member Federal Deposit Insurance 





Corporation 
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A prominent woman sat in her attorney's of- 
fice discussing the writing of her will. Since the attorney 
had known her and her relatives, she asked him if she had 
forgotten anyone who should be remembered in her will. 
The attorney thought a while and then said, "Yes, you 
have forgotten Jesus.’ She thanked him, and made a 
substantial provision for the work of our Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. 


If you wish to name the Executive Committee of For- 
eign Missions, in your will, the following form of bequest 


should be used: 


"I give, devise and bequeath to the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, a corporation organized under the laws 
of the State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, the sum of  caSopieseetasienaieaunoaie. a 
following property, to wit: _... 


For full information and assistance in making a bequest 
to Foreign Missions write to: 


CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 


Presbyterian Church in the U.S. : 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville |, Tenn. 


forgotten ae 2S. 















Let Your Lawyer Draw Your Will 


||| Perhaps you have put off this privilege of disposing of your 
| || property exactly in accordance with your wishes. Perhaps 

|| your will should be re-written to meet changing conditions. In 
| i either event, consult your attorney. Only a good lawyer can 
\ give your will the legal attention it must have to avoid serious 








mistakes. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


A Letter to Satan 


By A PUZZLED SOUL 


EAR MR. SATAN: 

No doubt many people have 
written you, but I hope you will 
pardon another intrusion on your busy 
life. This letter is to help you see the 
arguments in the South about the re- 
union of Presbyterians. We know that 
you have been trying to get across the 
idea that people are not living souls so 
we will begin by thinking of these 
Southern Presbyterians as drops of 
water, The point is we do not want to 
be liquidated. The other Presbyterians 
can be thought of as a big sponge ready 
to absorb us, and we do not know where 
we would be after that. These ‘North- 
ern Presbyterians’ are scattered all over 
the United States but we still use the 
adjective ‘northern.’ In the South that 
adjective can make people mad, even 
in a Christian church, According to 
some of the propaganda from New 
Jersey, Mississippi, and North Carolina, 
these Northern Presbyterians, along 
with the Federal Council of Churches, 
are exceedingly wicked people. Sev- 
eral years ago some of those Presby- 
terian preachers signed a paper called 
the Auburn Affirmation, and from the 
reports it must have been a most wicked 
deed, Have any of those preachers 

died? If so, are they with you? 

One of the arguments we hear against 
reunion is that it will cripple if not de- 
stroy our missionary work. Of course 
we do not work in as many countries as 
the Northern Presbyterians do, and if 
we united with them we would have a 
world-wide mission. That would make 
the world much bigger to us, and then 
we might not be able to carry our South- 
ern culture with its white supremacy to 
China, Korea, Japan, Brazil, Mexico and 
Africa, although it is understood that 
missionaries say little about this in those 
countries where white faces are rare. 
We have heard that it has become neces- 
sary for us to work with the Northern 
people in some of the mission fields. Do 
the people in other lands understand 
the difference between North and 
South? : 

Consider our home mission work. 
We admit we have been a little slow 
about the Negro problem, but we do 
boast of what we have done in Africa. 
The Northern Church has built some 
fine schools and colleges for the Negroes 
in the South, and even a rich Jew named 
Rosenwald has given money for this 
cause. But we are afraid of people from 
the outside. Although the Northern 
Church has been working in the moun- 
tain regions of the South, we wonder 
if they understand them as well as we 
do. We have tried to do some work for 
the Mexicans and Indians, but it seems 
the Northern church thought of that 
several years ago and has been most 
successful in its activities. It is this 


church which threatens to liquidate the 
Southern Presbyterians, and members of 
it are scattered all over the United 
States, even in Alaska. There is no 
question about its being a missionary 
church at home and abroad, 


Another argument used is that if the 
reunion came we would not be “in con- 
trol.” So many people like to run 
things. There are those fine times 
preachers and elders have when they 
get together at Montreat. If there were 
a liquidation, all the Christian fellow- 
ship would disappear. The South is 
getting confused over some other things, 
such as Decoration Day. Some of the 
young people have been intermarrying 
with northern Americans, and these two 
world wars have made our youth think 
of the Union of the States in a different 
light, Now comes this proposal of 
church union and some people begin to 
wonder what will happen to us. One 
place to make a fight is in the church. 
Some people do bring up the idea that 
the Methodist and Episcopalians are 
united, but the answer to that is that 
Presbyterians are different. Our big 
argument is to keep in control of the 
machinery, and especially property. 
You know how the word ‘property’ can 
stir men’s souls, don’t you! 


A final and eloquent argument 
against reunion is that it is mostly 
preachers who want it. That is enough 
to kill any proposition in the church. 
We believe in education for the minis- 
try and some of these preachers have 
gone up North in search of learning. 
It seems that the great educational in- 
stitutions and religious leaders have 
been up in that territory. When peo- 
ple fraternize with one another, and 
their minds and spirits grow in a knowl- 
edge of Christ it changes them. How- 
ever, we do not believe the preachers 
are all who get caught in this net of 
new visions of the meaning of the Chris- 
tian religion, Some of the finest men 
and women, young and old, are all 
thinking along the lines of reunion. 
Some of them are intelligent about see- 
ing through propaganda even though it 
be clothed in pious phrases. 


Do you ever wonder how the Chris- 
tian Church has survived? No doubt 
there have been times when you thought 
you had it licked. Was there any North 
and South in the early days of the 
Church? You ought to know that some 
people are wondering why Presbyterians 
cannot get together since they belong 
to the same family of faith, are of the 
same racial stock, and read and preach 
the same Bible. I wonder what you 
think about it. 


Yours truly, 


PUZZLED. 


JULY 21, 1947 
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HOW MANY MINISTERS IN 10 
YEARS 


(See OUTLOOK editorial, June 30) 





ee 


Overland, Mo. (431 members)—1— 
T. A. Jaegers, Jr., now pastor at Jack- 
son, Mo. 

Pensacola, Fla., First (900)—4~ 
Robert Porter, Anderson, S. C.; Wm. T, 
Wing, Independent church, Savannah, 
Ga.; Lawrence B. Robinson and Albert 
Wells, now studying at Columbia Semi- 
nary. 

Memphis, Tenn., McLemore Avenue 
(544)—5—Herbert Dawson, University 
of Indiana; Carl Arnoult, missing in 
action; Charles Barnett and _ Bobby 
Hamilton, now studying at South- 
western; Clifford Holder, army. Also: 
Three young women in church voca- 
tions: Mrs. Helen White, DRE-Secre- 
tary; Mary Alma Church, Southwestern; 
Jean Spellman, Montreat College. 

Hollywood, Fla. (336)—-2—Pierce 
Herbert Parsons, Maryville College; 
Dale Hedrick Ratliff, Centre College. 
(This church follows the excellent prac- 
tice of printing regularly on its weekly 
hulletin the names of its candidates for 
the ministry.—Eds. ) 

Knoxville, Tenn., First (1,611)—11 


plus 3—Gordon Garlington, Jr., Mat- 
thews, N. C.; Fred Stair, Jr., Union 
Seminary; Joel Whitten, Pulaski, Va.; 


Ralph Pennick, Synod of Pennsylvania, 
USA church; Roy Sherrod, Sandston, 
Va.; James Tubbs, Florence, S. C.; Ace 
Tubbs, Piedmont Presbytery, S. C.; 
Robert Ford, George Webb, Dan 
Thomas, Union Seminary; Sam Maloney, 
Davidson College. Also: Dr. Wm. Rule, 
III, medical missionary to the Belgian 
Congo; Mrs. Kenneth (Frances Ogden) 
Foreman, Jr., volunteer for the foreign 
field; Elizabeth Lee McWhorter, DRH, 
First church, Wilmington, N. C. (See 
letter, page 2.) 

Loray, N. C. (369)—2—wWilliam F. 
Summers, chaplain, now on terminal 
leave; Charles H. Sides, Monroe, N. C. 

Lakeside, Richmond, Va. (371), 1— 
James R. Matthews, now studying at 
University of Richmond. 

Salem, Va. (392)—2 plus 2—John 
W. Bernard, Relay, Md., (USA church); 
D. Mac Brown, Blacksburg, Va. Also: 
Mary-Starke Higginbotham, ATS grad- 
uate to serve at Charles Town, W. Va.; 
Sarah Bernard (Mrs. Robt. W.) Gal 
loway, Towson, Md. 

San Antonio, Texas, Beacon Hill 
(967)—5 plus 2—Henry E. Acklen, 
Austin, Texas; David Harrison, David- 
son College; Douglas Cater, Trinity 
University; Leroy Horn, William 
Boand, en route to Davidson. Lura Nell 
Wirthlen and Catherine Jean Boand 
en route to the Assembly’s Training 
School. 

New Boston, Texas (40)—1—Max 
Ecke, Jr., pastor at Ashdown, Ark. 

What about your church’s record in 
the last ten years? 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Wisdom Is the Principal Thing 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 27 


Proverbs 1:1-5; 3:13-18; 9:9-10; James 1:5. 


(Scripture quotations from the Ameri- 
can Standard Version.) 

The Book of Proverbs, from which our 
lessons for the next two months are to 
be taken, belongs to a group of works 
in the Hebrew literature the subject of 
which is ‘‘wisdom.” In this group are 
the three Old Testament books, Pro- 
yerbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes; and the 
two apocryphal books, Ecclesiasticus 
and the Wisdom of Solomon. 

This ‘‘wisdom”’ of the Hebrews, gen- 
erally speaking, included the whole 
domain of thought. It was the consis- 
tent effort of the human mind to know, 
to understand, and to explain that 
which exists. To use the modern phrase 
it was the search for truth. 

But though wisdom included all of 
knowledge it was especially concerned 
with human thought, life, conduct and 
society. So the three wisdom books of 
the Old Testament all deal with the 
questions of human life from the stand- 
pint of wisdom, showing that man 
should obey the law of God not merely 
asa matter of duty but from a regard 
tohis own highest interests. The three 
books form a complete cycle in their 
treatment of this common theme. Pro- 
verbs exhibits the harmony that exists 
between a man’s duty and his true in- 
terest as a general fact in the common 
experience of men. This is the ordinary 
tule in the actual working of human 
affairs. But like all general rules it has 
is apparent exceptions. There is the 
case of piety without outward pros- 
perity, and there is the case of outward 
prosperity without piety. The remain- 
ing books of the series deal with these 
two seeming exceptions, Job gives us 
the case of a man of eminent piety who 
became the victim of unparalleled mis- 
fortunes and is a discussion of that 
hever-ending problem—the suffering of 
the righteous. Ecclesiastes is occupied 
with the opposite case of a king without 
equal in wisdom and prosperity who 
gave himself of set purpose to extract 
pleasure from purely worldly sources, 
and who after the baffling experiments 
of a life time reached the conclusion 
that to fear God and keep his command- 
ments was the whole duty of man and 


the only source of true and abiding hap- 
biness, 


The Book of Proverbs 


The Book of Proverbs is the earliest 
of the three and may be considered the 
toot of which the other two are the 
branches. It is a manual of practical 
ethics, a handbook of common morality, 


wisdom applied to the ordinary practical 
affairs of daily life. ‘‘While other Scrip- 
tures show us our high calling,’’ says 
Dr. Bridges, ‘‘this book instructs us 
minutely how to walk in it.” 


This instruction in wisdom is given 
us by means of proverbs—short, pithy 
maxims which carry their message and 
stick like barbs in the memory. The 
opening verse of the first chapter states 
that this book contains the proverbs of 
Solomon, the son of David, King of 
Israel, The book itself reveals, how- 
ever, that these proverbs have come 
from many sources. Solomon may have 
drawn up the earliest collection, even as 
Noah Webster began the dictionary 
which continues to bear his name. But 
in its present form tke book contains 
the distillation of Israel’s wisdom 
through many generations. As Pro- 
fessor Cross has said, ‘‘The Book of Pro- 
verbs is a summary of the best contri- 
butions of Hebrew wise men from the 
earliest times to the days of the restora- 
tion following the return from exile in 
the fifth century. It is the last edition 
of.a work which grew with the passing 
years.”’ 

One thing which strikes us about the 
book is its range. Its precepts sweep 
the whole expanse of life and action, 
and there is scarcely a subject left un- 
touched. This range of the Proverbs is 
so great, they enter so minutely into the 
common affairs of life, they deal so ex- 
tensively with the secular, prudential 
phase of life, that some have considered 
them merely a book of worldly wisdom 
with no real place in the canon. But 
surely this is an inadequate conception 
of religion. It is our right relationship 
to men that proves our right relation- 
ship with God. The Proverbs indicate 
that religion cannot be confined to the 
sanctuary but that it is concerned with 
all the business of life; that the religion 
which is found in church on Sunday 
must be found at the washtub on Mon- 
day. Thomas Guthrie said, “If the Book 
of Proverbs were made the universal 
reading book in schools it would be at 
once the greatest help to the main- 
tenance of pure English and the surest 
source of pure public morality.” And 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge affirmed that 
it was “‘the best statesman’s manual 
that was ever written. An adherence 
to the political economy and spirit of 
that collection of apothegms and es- 
says,’ he said, ‘‘would do more to eradi- 
cate from a people the causes of extrav- 
agance, debasement and ruin than all 
the contributions to political economy 
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of say Smith, Malthus, and Chalmers to- 
gether.” 


The Nature of Wisdom, 1:1-8. 


The opening paragraph, Proverbs 1:1- 
6, explains the object of the book as a 
whole; it sets forth what’ might be 
termed an ancient program of religious 
education, or what we might call the 
nature of true wisdom. 

The book has three ends in view, 
First, to know wisdom and instruction. 
Wisdom is more than knowledge; it in- 
cludes knowledge, but also the expres- 
sion of that knowledge in conduct, 
ethical and religious. As Wardlaw says, 
the general idea of wisdom is that it 
consists in the choice of the best ends 
and of the best means for their attain- 
ment, ‘We stand in different relations; 
we occupy different conditions; we are 
subjected to different trials; we are ex- 
posed to different temptations; our lot 
is characterized by different changes, 
difficulties, and perplexing incidents; 
one day, one hour, may shift our posi- 
tion and require an entire alteration of 
our course. To accommodate our con- 
duct to these variations, to suit to all 
of them the application of the great gen- 
eral principles and precepts of the 
divine law, and to guide our affairs with 
discretion in them all—requires wis- 
dom.” <A good example of the differ- 
ence between knowledge and wisdom is 
furnished in the history of modern Ger- 
many. Her universities were regarded 
as the best in the world; in philosophy, 
science, and in research she was un- 
surpassed. But she lacked wisdom, and 
so brought ruin, devastation, and shame 
to her own people and to much of the 
world besides. Coupled with wisdom is 
“instruction.” A better translation 
would be ‘‘discipline.’” ‘‘While it re- 
fers largely to the process by which ad- 
visers and teachers correct the seeker 
after wisdom it involves also self-dis- 
cipline.” The two words are properly 
coupled, for without discipline, imposed 
at first from without, and then accepted 
voluntarily as self-discipline, there will 
certainly be no true wisdom. 

The second end which the Proverbs 
seek to realize is ‘‘to discern the words 
of understanding,” i. e., words showing 
deep insight. According to Dr. Cross 
“the Hebrew root indicates an active 
effort to see through things, to get at 
the root of matters. One might well 
paraphrase the clause, therefore, “to 
understand the vocabulary of life’s 
fundamentals.’”’—(A bingdon Bible 
Commentary.) Dr. Ralph Wardlaw in 
his Lectures on Proverbs suggests that 
the phrase may be interpreted as mean- 
ing the power of justly distinguishing 
between good and evil counsel—be- 
tween that which is right in its prin- 
ciples and salutary in its operations and 
that which is unsound and pernicious. 

The third end which the Proverbs 
seek to accomplish is “to receive in- 
struction in wise dealing, in righteous- 

ness and justice and equity.” Wardlaw 
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points out that a disposition to receive 
instruction is the first and most impor- 
tant lesson for all, and especially for 
youth. A man of any age who has a 
closed mind, who thinks he knows it all, 
who is not willing to learn, will not 
come to possess the highest wisdom. To 
receive instruction in ‘‘wise conduct” 
would be better than “wise dealing.” 
Wise conduct is defined in the three 
terms which follow. According to Prof. 
Lange the first word connotes what is 
fitting according to the will and ordi- 
nances of God, the supreme judge (cf. 
Dt. 33:19); the second word, justice, 
denotes what is the custom and usage 
among men (cf. Is. 42:1); the third 
word, equity, or honesty (as in the 
American Translation) connotes what is 
right and reasonable and in accordance 
with a walking in the way of truth, and 
so denotes a straightforward, honorable, 
and upright demeanor, 


In verses 4-5 the writer tells us that 
the Proverbs offer wisdom to both young 
and old. In vs. 4 he is speaking of the 
immature. The Proverbs will give pru- 
dence (rather than subtilty) to the 
simple, i. e., to the untutored, those 
whose minds may be formed either for 
good or for evil; to the young man they 
will give knowledge and discretion, or 
thoughtfulness, In Richmond a few 
weeks ago a young boy, fourteen years 
old, drove his father’s truck through a 
winding residential section at the rate 
of seventy miles an hour. The truck 
was wrecked and two of the boy’s com- 
panions were killed. Knowledge with- 
out thoughtfulness or discretion is 
dangerous. The Proverbs do not impart 
discretion or thoughtfulness without 
which knowledge may be exceedingly 
dangerous. 

But the Proverbs also have value for 
the mature and the intelligent—‘that 
the wise man may hear and increase in 
learning.’”’ The man who does not in- 
crease in learning is not truly wise. As 
someone has said, True wisdom is never 
stationary, but always progressive; be- 
cause it secures the ground behind it as 
a basis for further advances. ‘He who 
is not adding is wasting,’ said Rabbi 
Hillel, before the time of Christ; ‘‘he 
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who is not increasing knowledge is los- 
ing from it.” To stop learning, said 
Joseph Parker, is really to prove that 
we have never begun it. “That the wise 
man may hear—and increase in learn- 
ing.” Listening is a sign of wisdom, 
and an essential step if we are to in- 
crease in learning. Perhaps that is one 
reason why so many who are mature 
do not really increase in wisdom, They 
listen only to those whose opinions 
agree with theirs; even in Scripture 
they will listen only to that which fits 
in with their preconceived notions. 

“And that the man of understanding 
may attain unto sound counsels.” The 
first clause of vs. 5 expresses what the 
truly wise will do; the second clause 
gives the writer’s assurance that in so 
doing they shall not fail in the object 
sought. Certainly no man can give 
sound counsel in the complicated issues 
of life unless he is willing to listen to 
God and to other opinions than his own, 
unless he is indeed constantly advancing 
in learning. 

These then are the ends which the 
Proverbs seek to accomplish. And they 
are the goals which every truly wise 
man will seek to attain for himself and 
for those who are dependent upon him. 
Without such wisdom, scientific knowl- 
edge, business ability, professional skill, 
the highest amount of culture may 
prove both disillusioning and dangerous, 
The world today is full of suffering and 
sorrow not for lack of knowledge, but 
for lack of wisdom, and especially that 
wisdom which only the Bible can im- 
part. 


The Value of Wisdom, 3:13-18. 


Our second passage celebrates the 
value of wisdom. ‘‘Happy is the man 
that findeth wisdom and the man that 
getteth understanding.” “Wisdom,”’ 
says Joseph Parker, is ‘knowledge 
turned to its highest uses; understand- 
ing is the mental faculty trained to the 
highest effectiveness—both being ready 
at a moment’s notice to direct the 
course of life and to escape all that is 
perilous and destructive.” ‘‘Happy is 
the man that findeth wisdom and the 
man that getteth understanding.” Wis- 
dom exists, but it must be found, Like 
precious stones, wisdom and under- 
standing exist in regions which may be 
reached by the exercise of man’s intelli- 
gence and labor. Those who find them 
have to dig for them, to seek for them, 
to give time and strength and sometimes 
wealth to the search. The highest wis- 
dom cannot be secured except through 
the most painstaking diligence. 

And yet it is worthy of all the effort 
that is required. To gain wisdom is 
better than to gain wealth, or any of the 
other things which men commonly de- 
sire (prestige, or power, or pleasure, for 
example) because wisdom gives bless- 
ings which wealth and honor and the 
pleasures of this life can never give and 
her gifts are for eternity, No matter 
how precious or how great the joy, the 
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honor of this earth passeth away, but 
the gifts of wisdom are forever. 

Wisdom offers length of days in her 
right hand. ‘“‘This does not mean that 
all people who make good marks at 
school and get college degrees can be 
assured of long life,’’ says Dr. Douglass 
in the Snowden-Douglass Sunday School 
Lessons. “It means that the wiser our 
procedure in daily living, the more 
likely we are to escape mistakes which 
may lead to our ruin, In like manner 
the wise and well trained usually 
achieve prosperity. There are plenty of 
ignorant rich men, but taken by and 
large those who have taken advantage 
of educational opportunities and make a 
good record in school and college are 
leaders in industry, finance, politics, and 
professional life.’ But wisdom as we 
have seen does not necessarily come 
with education, and many of the wisest 
men have had no formal education. 

Sorrow and disappointment come to 
the wise as they come to all men, but 
the ways pointed out by wisdom lead 
not to disillusionment and pain and 
vain regret but to enduring joy and to 
lasting peace. ‘‘She is a tree of life to 
them that lay hold upon her; every 
season brings new leafage, new blossom- 
ing, and new fruitfulness. There is no 
monotony in wisdom, as there is no 
monotony in the light of day; it is a 
continual surprise and a_ continual 
charm.”—(Joseph Parker.) Dr. De- 
litzsch reminds us that trees are symbols 
of perpetuity. A tree of life is there- 
fore a perennial fountain of good, 
deemed worthy to represent even the 
joys of the heavenly paradise (Rev. 
22:2). Certainly no wisdom is true 
wisdom unless it prepares us not only 
for the abiding joys of this life, but 
also of the life which is to come. 


The Beginning of Wisdom, 9:9-10. 


The wise man gathers wisdom from 
men who are wiser than he, the writer 
suggests, and of course from other 
sources, but all true wisdom must be 
based on the fear of God. The “fear of 
God”’ is used in the Old Testament 
where faith is uscd in the New. It 
means reverence, trust, and love. The 
fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. 
In other words reverence, trust and love 
are the source and origin of the true 
theory of life, of the right attitude to- 
ward God and man that expresses itself 
in the minutest details of our daily con- 
duct, and that bears its fruit in this 
world and in the world which is to come. 
Wisdom, founded on any other basis, is 
unsound. Men can be worldly wise 
without the fear of God in their hearts, 
but not truly wise. If we believe this, 
and all Christians must believe it, then 
we must be concerned that our children 
receive so much secular knowledge in 
our schools, but so little religious knowl- 
edge. The goal that we shall seek to 
attain for them, and for ourselves, is 
the goal held before us in these sugges- 
tive verses from the book of Proverbs. 
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BOOK N OTES 


FOR THE RIGHTS OF MEN. By Carl 
Cramer.. Hinds, Hayden & Eldredge, 
N. Y., 1947. 64 pp. $2.00. 


While it is true that we always stone 
the prophets, it is not equally true that 
we raise memorials to them. The men 
who fight the continuing battle for lib- 
erty are too often both persecuted by 
their contemporaries and forgotten by 
their posterity. Carl Cramer has at- 
tempted in this little book to remedy 
this defect in us that we may remem- 
ber some of the men who purchased at 
a price the freedom we possess. He 
has given us brief, readable, trenchant 
portraits of such champions of civil lib- 





erty as John Peter Zenger, William 
Prendergast, Matthew Lyon, William 
Lloyd Garrison, Elijah Lovejoy, and 


John Peter Altgeld. 

Most of these names ring no bell in 
our minds but they rang the bell of lib- 
erty in their time, and to know their 
story is important to us if we, are to 
preserve and extend what they fought 
to establish. We who enjoy a free press 
should know of Zenger and his defen- 
der, Andrew Hamilton. We who are in- 
heritors of free land should remember 
Bill Prendergast and his gallant wife, 
Mehitable. In these days when the 
problem of labor relations is paramount, 
it is well to recall that it was Alexander 
Hamilton, the patron saint of present 
day conservatives, who, because he 
loved liberty, defended the right of la- 
bor to organize. 

This is a good book for parents to 
read and pass on to their children. 

RUSSELL C. STROUP. 
Lynchburg, Va. 


REVELATION AND REASON: The 
Christian Doctrine of Faith and Knowl- 
edge. By Emil Brunner, translated by 
Olive Wyon. The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 440 pages. $4.50. 


Emil Brunner has few disciples in 
America; yet no modern theologian is 
more stimulating or is doing more— 
unless it be Karl Barth—to bring the- 
ology back to the Word of God. Many 
of his books have been translated into 
English. Of these four are major pro- 
ductions, which cannot be ignored by 
any serious student of Christian the- 
ology: (1) The Mediator, a study of the 
Person and work of Christ; (2) The 
Divine Imperative, a study in Christian 
ethics; (3) Man in Revolt, together 
with The Nature and Destiny of Man, 
by Reinhold Niebuhr, the most impor- 
tant study in anthropology to appear in 
many generations; and now (4) Reve- 
lation and Reason, which includes a 
Christian doctrine of the Scriptures. 

Brunner emphatically rejects the idea 
of inerrant inspiration; he believes that 
the church grossly erred when in the 
heat of the life and death struggle with 
Gnosticism—in the second century—it 
identified the Bible with the Word of 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


God. And yet “the church stands or 
falls with the written New Testament, 
and the written apostolic testimony to 
Christ is not only the foundation of 
all the later witness of the Church to 
Christ; it is also its norm.” “‘The Bible 
is the word of God because in it, so 
far as he chooses, God makes known 
the mystery of his will, of his saving 
purpose in Jesus Christ. The Bible is 
a special form of the divine revelation; 
it is not merely a document which rec- 
ords a historical revelation, because in 
it God himself reveals to us the mean- 
of that which he wills to say to us, and 
to give us the historical revelation, es- 
pecially in the life, death, and resur- 
rection of the Son of God.” 

Fundamentalists and Modernists will 
both reject such teaching, and yet few 
of the great thinkers of the church have 
more to say to both Modernists and 
Fundamentalists, and to all who are 
seeking to build for themselves a truly 
biblical theology. 

Dr. Bunner claims that he writes 
this volume not only for theologians but 
for all thinking men and women who 
want to gain a clear view of the reia- 
tion between Christianity and civiliza- 
tion. No one will appreciate this vol- 
ume unless he is a thinking man and 
or woman and is definitely interested 
in theology. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


THE PASTOR AND THE CHIL- 
DREN. By Mildred M. and Frank Ea- 
kind. The Macmillan Co., New York. 
182 pp. $2.00. 


Here is a provocative book in a pro- 
vocative field: religious education. As 
is stated in the foreword, the book “‘is 
intended primarily for pastors.” But 
it should be read and inwardly digested 
by church officers, especially Sunday 
school superintendents. The co-authors, 
Dr. and Mrs. Eakin, who are both well 
qualified to write on the subject, re- 
mind the reader that in the past cen- 
tury or two it has been the common 
practice in the Protestant church of 
America to leave child nurture to the 
lay leadership. This, in turn, has re- 
sulted in two unfortunate effects: ‘‘The 
comparative poor quality of (religious) 
education and the comparative detach- 
ment of children from church.”’ 

With this sound criticism established 
and with due appreciation of the work 
of the laity in church schools, the au- 
thors proceed to give sound advice as 
to how the busy pastor can more closely 
identify himself with the religious edu- 
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cational program of his parish. They 
recognize the inadequate training so 
many ministers have had in the field, 
but insist that those who consider this 
work an integral part of the Kingdom 
can receive sufficient help and that “‘the 
pastor is the key to the local-church 
situation and this applies not least to 
work with children.” 


Read this book and then ask your- 
self the question: ‘“‘Am I (or, is my 
pastor) vitally interested in my Sun- 
day school?” 


W. KIRK ALLEN, JR. 
Ronceverte, W. Va. 


MAN DOES NOT STAND ALONE. By 
A. Cressy Morrison. Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York. 107 pages. $1.25. 


Here is a book of scientific facts 
about such items as Atmosphere and 
Ocean, What is Life, Origin of Man, 
Genes and so forth. The book was not 
intended to give details, but to prove 
that behind the worlds and the crea- 
tures in the world, stands God. The 
author does this by showing that the 
wonders of the relations of life are im- 
possible without a Supreme Intelligence 
with a definite purpose. 


He does not preach overly much, 
staying in the field of the scientific. The 
author is a member of the New York 
Academy of Sciences, a fellow of the 
American Museum of Natural History, 
and a life member of the Royal Insti- 
tution of Great Britain which all adds 
weight to his words. 


After appearing in condensed form 
in a recent issue of Readers’ Digest, this 
book has leaped into the ranks of the 
best sellers. 


W. J. B. LIVINGSTON. 
Logan, W. Va. 





Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Henry C. Niles from Livingston, Ala., 
to 121 N. Wells, Kosciusko, Miss. 

H. Ruffner Lowman, Jr., Olivet 
church, Staunton, Va., will become pas- 
tor of the Porter Street church, Rich- 
mond, Va., September 1. 

H. T. Bridgman from Sumter, S. C., to 
Montreat, N. C., until he and his family 
leave for their mission stations in China. 

Bert H. Styles has been ordained and 
installed as pastor of the Buladean, N. 
C., church, and also of the Vian’s Valley 
church, He will be stated supply at 
Roan’s church and Burleson chapel. An 
elder in the church who felt the call to 
the ministry, Mr. Styles has been under 
appointment by the home missions com- 
mittee, serving as a full time lay worker 
for more than a year. 

Robert L. Williamson, formerly of 
Huttonsville, W. Va., has begun his new 
work as pastor of the Colonial Heights 
and Bethany churches in Holston Pres- 
bytery. 

Charles C. West, formerly of Cornelia, 
Ga., is now pastor of the Malvern Hills 
church, Asheville, N. C. 








CALLED 


P. D. Miller, First church, San An- 
tonio, Texas, has been called to the pas- 
torate of Grace Covenant church, Rich- 
mond, Va. 


MARRIED 


David K. Walthall, Richmond, Va., re- 
tired minister, and Mrs, Ocie Elizabeth 
Stiff Worrell, also of Richmond, were 
married at the Lillington, N. C., church, 
June 25, with C. M. Gibbs, stated clerk 
of the Synod of North Carolina, and T. 
A. Guiton, Lillington, officiating. Dr. 
and Mrs. Walthall are living at 2809 
Third Ave., Richmond. 


LATE NEWS 

Roy LeCraw, former mayor of At- 
lanta who is now directing the General 
Assembly’s war relief effort, will be di- 
rector of the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress which is projected for the next 
five years. The war relief effort will 
be merged with the Program of Prog- 
ress with $600,000 designated for it 
this year. Col. LeCraw’s office for this 
$7,250,000 campaign, as _ previously 
planned, will be in the Henry Grady 
building, Atlanta. 





MITCHELL COLLEGE 


STATESVILLE, N, C. 

A Presbyterian Junior College. Accred- 
ited. Terminal and transfer courses. Lib- 
eral arts. Music, commercial and fine art. 
One and two-year. secretarial. Small 
classes. Individualized attention. Horme- 
like atmosphere. Residence for girls. 
Board and tuition. $237 average per 
semester. Scholarships available. Catalog 
P.—JOHN MONTGOMERY, President. 
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SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


A Military High School and Junior College for Boys. High School and Junior 
College Departments accredited through Southern Association. Owned and con- 
trolled by Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Long Session opens September 15. Reservations now being received. Special 
rates and separate quarters for veterans. For literature and information, write 

THE REGISTRAR, Box U, Kerrville, Texas. 
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read Dr. Walter L. Lingle’s new book Price $3.00 
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QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 7, N. C. 

Queens College is an accredited col- 
lege for women offering A. B. and B. 
S. degrees. It is owned and controlled 
by the Synod of North Carolina and the 
Synod of South Carolina. 

Hunter B. Blakely, President 
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